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“GAS in the Design for Living”’ 


UNDER THIS TITLE The Gas Council maintains, at the 
London Building Centre, Conduit Street, London, 
W1, a permanent exhibit which individuals or organ- 
ized parties are invited to visit in order to keep abreast 
of the latest developments in gas services. The exhibit 
is largely devoted to the domestic uses of gas and coke, 
but also deals with large-scale catering equipment and 
other commercial and industrial appliances. A tech- 
nical assistant is in attendance to give information and 


advice. 


ISSUED BY THE GAS COUNCIL * | GROSVENOR PLACE * LONDON : 


This exhibit is one of the 
many activities by which 
The Gas Council seeks to 
promote the development 
of gas services for cook- 
ing, hot water, space 
heating, and refrigera- 
tion. Helpful informa- 
tion may also be ob- 
tained from the local 
Gas Undertaking. 


GAS 


SWI + TEL: SLOANE 4554 
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New Towns 


IT 1Sayearsince Town AND CouNTRY 
PLANNING published its first new 
towns issue. In the intervening period 
much progress has been made. The 
public are now beginning to see some- 
thing for their money, and the healthy 
criticism at the apparent delay has 
served as a reinforcement to the new 
towns corporations in their efforts to 
make progress. 

Two main problems faced the new 
towns corporations a year ago. First, 
it was apparent that without a hous- 
ing allocation of their own, they 
would be unable to get on. Second, 
the lack of encouragement to new in- 
dustry in the new towns by the Board 
of Trade was making the tasks of 
some corporations very difficult in- 
deed. In the last few months the 
Ministers of Town and Country 
Planning and Health have agreed on 
a special housing allocation to the 
new towns. This represents a great 


| advance and clears away the first 


difficulty. Provided the allocation 
proves sufficient and keeps pace with 
building organization as it grows, 
Mr Dalton can congratulate himself 


on removing a great administrative 
bottleneck. 

With regard to new industry, the 
story is not so hopeful although it is 
improving. Each new town is being 
dealt with individually and there is as 
yet no definite allocation. The result 
is that some of the new towns are 
having great difficulty in getting the 
necessary Board of Trade certificates 
for their areas. It is hoped that the 
Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning will soon be able to clear up this 
real difficulty as it would be dis- 
astrous to judge new town progress on 
houses alone. 

Two further dangers still face us. 
The recent circular from the Minister 
on the need for saving agricultural 
land must not be taken as an invita- 
tion to build skyscrapers. If it is, the 
advocates of high density may be in 
for a rude shock when the housing 
shortage grows less critical. Further, 
the whole object of the new towns 
will have been defeated. On the other 
hand, the moderate wording of the 
circular will be endorsed by all who 
realize that one of the reasons for 
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planning is to secure wise land use, 
provided the circular is accepted in 
its proper perspective. 

No solution has yet been found to 
the problem of how to prevent in- 
dustry and people from taking the 
place of those moving out from the 
big cities, and this will be an increas- 
ing problem as the new towns make 
further progress. 

However, it has been a year of 


Shaw and the 


Welwyn Garden City is very proud 
of its association with George Bernard 
Shaw. From his home at Ayot St 
Lawrence, Shaw paid frequent visits 
to the garden city and in the early 
days often addressed open-air meet- 
ings there. For years he patronized 
the bookshop and barber’s shop at 
the Welwyn Stores. 

Shaw, although a great con- 
troversialist, was also an idealist and 
had much in common with Ebenezer 
Howard. Both men hated cruelty and 
injustice and they both drew atten- 
tion to the unsatisfactory social con- 
ditions of their time. Shaw was keenly 
interested in the work of Ebenezer 
Howard and he owned over 12,000 
shares in the original Welwyn Garden 
City Company. 

As we go to press we learn of the 
proposal, as yet tentative, to erect a 
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marked progress. ‘The TCPA’s sug- 
gestion that the Minister should be in 
the Cabinet has been proved to be 
right, and with a growing realization 
of the importance of the new towns, 
their teething troubles may be in a 
few years a thing of the past. In view 
of these circumstances the current 
issue of this Journal will serve as a 
useful progress report to all who are 
interested. 


Garden C ity 


Shaw Memorial Theatre on the 
Campus at Welwyn Garden City. 
John Chear, chairman of the urban 
district council, and R. G. Gosling, 
chairman of the development corpor- 
ation, in their letter to The Times on 4 
December, state that ‘‘in no manner 
could Shaw be better remembered 
than through a theatre and that in 
no place could he be more aptly 
remembered so near to his home and 
to London, than in the town in which 
he showed such interest. It would be 
hard to find for a theatre a more 
delightful setting than the Campus in 
this town or to find a town that has 
a greater need of a theatre than 
Welwyn Garden City.” 

It is most fitting that the town 
which is itself memorial to Ebenezer 
Howard, should also perpetuate one 
of Britain’s greatest philosophers. 


Tour to Austria 


Plans are under way for a TCPA 
sixteen-day tour of Austria during 
July of this year. The itinerary will 
include the Salzburg Festival and 
will be less crowded than on some 
previous tours. Austria was visited by 
a party from the TCPA before the 
war and on that occasion the tour 
was an outstanding success. 


Austria is one of the few countries 
where the rates of exchange are 
favourable. It is intended that the 
tour will be as cheap as possible 
whilst maintaining a comfortable 
standard at second-class hotels, but if 
any members prefer first-class accom- 
modation throughout the TCPA will 
be happy to arrange this. 
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STEVENAGE (HERTS) 


Country Planning gave his ap- 

proval to the master plan for 
Stevenage in February 1950, the new 
town has begun to make its appear- 
ance as a physical fact. 

The first land to be developed is 
Bedwell neighbourhood, which lies 
to the south and south-east of the 
existing town and is adjacent to the 
new town centre. To open up this area 
a road is being built from a point 
approximately a mile south of the 
old town on the Great North Road, 
east and north to Sish Lane, the most 
southerly road in the present built-up 
area. This road and the estate roads 
leading from it, with an overall 
length of about four miles, are com- 
pleted or well under way, and a 
further 3} miles are shortly to be put 
in sand. With the roads are laid gas, 
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electricity, and water mains; and 
foul and-surface water sewers with 
connections ready for the houses. 


Housing 


One hundred and twelve flats, de- 
signed by Messrs Yorke, Rosenberg, 
and Mardall for a site south of Sish 
Lane, have been started. They are in 
one seven-storey block, two three- 
storey blocks, and two three- and four- 
storey blocks. When completed they 
will provide eighteen one bedroom, 
thirty-six two bedroom, and fifty-one 
three bedroom apartments and seven 
bed-sitting rooms. 

To the east of the flats eighty-six 
houses and twenty garages are under 
construction; twenty-six of these 
houses have two bedrooms, fifty have 
three bedrooms, and ten have four 
bedrooms. To the west of the flats, 


Stony Hall East, Stevenage New Town 
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also under construction now, are 
nineteen three bedroomed houses in 
three blocks of five and one block of 
four. These have been converted for 
temporary use as a hostel for approxi- 
mately 200 men engaged on the 
building works. When they are no 
longer required as a hostel they will 
be finished off as normal houses. In 
conjunction with these is a temporary 
canteen of Nissen hutting, which will 
be removed when no longer needed. 

There were some small sites left 
vacant when the old town was built 
up, and the corporation are building 
houses on most of these. In Pound 
Avenue twelve three bedroomed 
semi-detached houses, eight with 
garages, will shortly be complete. In 
Walkern Road a further twelve 
houses of similar design are well under 
way, and tenders have been accepted 
for eight more on the north side of 
Sish Lane. Four houses for staff have 
been built in Broadwater. Tenders 
have been accepted for a further 344 
dwellings and 108 garages on the 
Monk’s Wood and Stony Hall sites 
in Bedwell neighbourhood, and plans 
are prepared for a further 310 
dwellings on the Whomerley Wood 
site to be started this year. 


Schools 


The Hertfordshire County Coun- 
cil Education Committee are keeping 
their schools’ programme in step with 
the corporation’s housing, and have 
already opened the Barclay, a second- 
ary modern school, and have almost 
completed a primary school in 
Pound Avenue. 


Water Supply 


It is anticipated that by 1952 the 
existing water supply will prove in- 
adequate. At present the town is sup- 
plied with water from a pumping 
station at Broomin Green with a 
capacity of 500,000 gallons a day, and 
the present average daily consump- 
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tion is already 320,000 gallons. The 
corporation, in its capacity as water 
undertaker, has commissioned Messrs 
D. Balfour & Sons to prepare a 
scheme for three 36 in. diameter 
boreholes at Whitehall, to the south- 
east of the development area. Two 
have already been constructed, 380 
ft and 340 ft deep respectively, and 
under test it has been proved that 
when both bores are pumped to- 
gether they will give approximately 
4 million gallons per day. The con- 
tract for the construction of four miles 
of 24 in. diameter rising main from 
Whitehall to Pin Green, the highest 
point in the designated area, has 
been let, but work is delayed until 
April 1951, pending the delivery in 
adequate quantities of the requisite 
spun iron pipes. Meanwhile, in spite 
of the cement shortage, work is pro- 
gressing well on the first section of the 
service reservoir at Pin Green, to hold 
2 million out of an ultimate total of 
7 million gallons of water. A g in. 
link main has been built from the 
existing distribution network to the 
new housing development in Bedwell 
neighbourhood, and this will eventu- 
ally become the main supply from the 
new reservoir to the old main in the 
existing town. 


Sewage Disposal 


In May 1949, the Ministry of 
Health confirmed the Stevenage 
New Town Sewerage Order, where- 
by the development corporation were 
given the powers of a sewerage 
authority, and approximately eighty 
acres of land have now been sewered 
ready for housing development. The 
urban district council have agreed to 
extend their sewage works from its 
present capacity of 6,500 population 
to a capacity of 18,000 population, 
and have started work. According to 
present estimates, this should cover 
the requirements of the new town 
until 1954. It is intended that ulti- 
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mately the sewage from Stevenage 
will be dealt with at the regional 
works at Rye Meads, near Ware. 


Industrial Area 


Work has begun on levelling about 
sixty acres of land in the industrial 
area. So far approximately twelve 
acres have been levelled, involving 
the removal of some 100,000 tons of 
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soil. This soil is of a nature particu- 
larly suitable for stabilizing with 
cement and for use in foundations for 
the new estate roads, but by far the 
greatest part is being built into an 
embankment which will carry one of 
the main dual carriageway roads, be- 
tween the industrial area and the 
town, over the present Great North 
Road and the railway. 


HEMEL HEMPSTEAD (HERTS) 


EMEL HEMPSTEAD, in common 
H with the other new towns 

around London, has nowcom- 
pleted its first full summer of in- 
tensive building. It will be recalled 
that, until late in 1948, the new 
towns around London were pro- 
hibited from the employment of more 
than seventy-five men each, or from 
undertaking anything but the con- 
struction of main services. Because of 
this delay and because major con- 
struction projects of the stature of new 
towns require a period for build-up, 
it was only last year that the early 
work and planning which went in- 
to initial organization bore any- 
thing like full fruit. The corporation 
is now building, or has built, 637 
dwellings of all types, including flats 
and two, three, and four bedroomed 
houses. One hundred and twelve 
houses have been completed and, of 
these, twenty-two are of a larger type 
renting at about £165 a year. In 
parallel with this, the first new factory 
to be introduced from London is 
occupied and its machines are begin- 
ning to turn. The Herts County 
Council has virtually completed the 
first two primary schools, and on 8 
January 1951 the first will open, so 
that at its desks the children of the 
first immigrants will mingle with 
children from the existing population 
of Hemel Hempstead. A start has 


been made on the first neighbour- 
hood centre, where fourteen shops 
and fifteen maisonettes above them 
are being completed. It is hoped that 
the first of these shops will be selling 
goods early this year. As a counter- 
part to these more obvious demon- 
strations of production, the essential 
work of construction of main services, 
on which the more dramatic super- 
structure is founded, is going on. 
Roads and sewers for 1,100 houses 
are completed or under construction, 
and a foul sewer in tunnel, needed to 
develop 677 acres of land, is well 
under way. Work is also starting on 
the main surface water drainage sys- 
tem for the enlarged town, which in- 
volves finally nearly three miles of 
culvert and work on a large gravel 
pit which is to act as a balancing 
tank. 


Materials and Labour 


This bare recital of facts serves to 
stress the axiom, stated before, that 
the success of a new town cannot and 
should not be expressed in terms of 
the number of houses constructed, for 
its very title indicates that it must 
proliferate at once in the many 
directions in which a real community 
expands. This considerable produc- 
tion is dependent, as are so many 
other national ventures, on two 
necessities: materials and labour. The 
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Aerial view of Hemel Hempstead New Town, showing first factory in upper left-hand corner. 


new towns have to compete for both 
with many other needs in all parts of 
the country and, in a period of re- 
newed scarcity, it may well be that all 
the things that one would have liked 
to see in the new towns, and which 
were envisaged four years ago, will 
not be achieved in the sequence then 
anticipated. Nevertheless, despite the 
temporary setbacks which are famil- 
iar to all authorities undertaking 
construction in these days, sufficient 
materials have been available to 
complete the jobs undertaken up to 
now. 

The supply of building labour has 
always been an anxiety to Hemel 
Hempstead as it probably has to other 
developmentcorporations. New towns 
must be built quickly if they are to 
serve their immediate purpose and 
balance their finances, and the prime 
cost of building quickly is the 


accumulation of a large building 
force. At Hemel Hempstead, for in- 
stance, it is hoped that the new town 
will be completed in a total of 
fifteen to twenty years, depending on 
national circumstances; to do this 
about 1,000 houses per year will have 
to be constructed over most of the 
period of development, together with 
the factories and services that such an 
intake of population would demand. 
To carry this out a labour force of 
some 4,000 to 5,000 men would need 
to be employed in a few years’ time. 
The corporation has, month by 
month, raised its labour force to the 
present figure of between goo and 
1,000 employed on all projects con- 
nected with the new town. 

Apart from the comparatively 
small number of skilled men housed 
by the corporation, and an equally 
small proportion recruited locally, 
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“he bulk of this force travels in every 
iay, mainly from north-west London. 
Some contractors employ coaches to 
ferry men backwards and forwards, 
other workers come by train and bus. 
The development corporation’s hos- 
tel for building workers largely con- 
tains transitory labour working on 
engineering projects. It now provides 
accommodation for a force of nearly 
200 men. 

By and large, the demand for 
labour has been met very shortly 
after it has been felt and delays on 
contracts have, in general terms, been 
due more to temporary delays on the 
supply of materials rather than to 
shortage of workers. Again, as Sir 
Thomas Bennett has pointed out in 
respect of Crawley, the amount of 
labour employed for a given quantity 
of production tends to be lower than 
the estimated figure. This may well 
be due to increased mechanization 
within the industry: should this 
factor prove to be constant over a 
period it may well affect the amount 
of labour required for construction 
and thus lower the estimated peak 
figure of employment. 

It will be appreciated from these 
remarks that the development cor- 
poration’s initial fears with regard to 
the attraction of the labour force 
have to some extent been allayed, 
although the situation is still being 
watched with great care by all con- 
cerned. 


Co-operation with Local Authorities 

Much of the construction under- 
taken in a new town is performed by 
local statutory authorities. In par- 
ticular, the county councils continue 
to carry out their normal functions, 
and at Hemel Hempstead the Herts 
County Council is pursuing its school 
building programme with energy and 
foresight. The first of its primary 
schools, as mentioned earlier, is 
opening in’ January, and is well 
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abreast of the corporation’s housing 
development. 

Hemel Hempstead. has a borough 
council which is the local water 
undertaker, among its many other 
duties, and it has commenced a large 
programme of construction designed 
to supply the needs of the incoming 
population. The principal items are a 
3,000,000 gallon reservoir, on which 
work has started, a water tower, anda 
new well and pumping station on 
which successful tests have already 
been made and for which machinery 
is being assembled. The juxtaposition 
in one area of a long established local 
authority and a development corpor- 
ation presents many problems of 
adjustment, and requires a good deal 
of give and take on both sides. The 
borough council, while being firm in 
their care for local interests, are co- 
operating in the new town’s develop- 
ment in the many fields to which their 
functions extend. A joint consultative 
committee of councillors and board 
members meets periodically to dis- 
cuss problems, and the corporation 
are also fortunate in the ability of 
the council’s officers, of whom C. W. 
G. T. Kirk, the town clerk, is well 
known to the Town and Country 
Planning Association as a member of 
its executive committee. 

Hemel Hempstead is at the be- 
ginning of a great phase of major 
development, for which the ground 
work is complete. During the next 
three years, major capital works such 
as basic main roads and main sewers 
must be undertaken at the same time 
as housing and factory construction 
proceeds as fast as supplies of labour 
and materials will allow. Despite the 
many risks that the national un- 
certainties must involve, there is no 
reason to believe that these main pro- 
jects will not be carried out and the 
great adventure of new town build- 
ing not go vigorously ahead. 


G. BROOKE TAYLOR 
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WELWYN & HATFIELD (HERTS) 


January 1950 I dealt with the 

master plans which had been 
recently submitted to the Minister 
and with the organization set up by 
the corporation. Up to the end of 1949 
little actual development had taken 
place, although preparation for the 
1950 programme had been made. I 
now deal with the progress made dur- 
ing the last twelve months and with 
the preparations for 1951. 

It should be remembered that there 
are two separate development cor- 
porations for Welwyn Garden City 
and Hatfield with the same personnel 
and a joint staff, except that Louis de 
Soissons is the town planner and chief 
architect for Welwyn and Lionel 
Brett for Hatfield. 

During the year the corporations 
received the Minister’s comments 
upon the master plans submitted, and 
these are under discussion with the 
Ministry. Whilst it is not possible 
to state what the final conclusions will 
be, in my opinion there is unlikely to 
be any substantial change from the 
published plans except in regard to 
the line of the industrial road in 
Welwyn going northwards. In any 
case development during the imme- 
diate future will not be held up in 
any way whilst these discussions take 
place. 

The most difficult question in con- 
nection with the development of the 
two towns is the ultimate destination 
of the main drainage. It would be 
more economical for both towns to 
drain into the Colne Valley scheme 
but, as the Middle Lea scheme will in 
any case be necessary for other areas, 
the wlinister of Health has decided 
that Welwyn Garden City and part 
of Hatfield must drain into it. This 
raises the question as to whether the 
additional cost should be a national 
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charge rather than a charge upon 
Welwyn Garden City itself. 

During the past year the corpora- 
tions have taken possession of an 
RAF camp, lying in the green belt 
between the two towns, which has 
been converted for the use of building 
trade labour. It is hoped that this will 
facilitate more rapid development 
than has been possible during the 
past year. 


Progress at Welwyn 


The corporation’s first housing 
scheme consists of about 100 flats on 
the east side of the town. About half 
of these have three or two rooms to- 
gether with kitchen, etc., and are 
contained in four blocks, of which 
two are completed and the other two 
nearing completion. There is also a 
large central block four storeys high 
with a restaurant and communal 
rooms on the ground floor and about 
fifty one roomed flats on the upper 
floors. The restaurant will be open 
to the public. There is a sixth block 
containing staff quarters and a 
number of lock-up garages. 

The whole forms an integrated 
scheme (see page 15) and is centrally 
heated. The flats are of good quality 
and primarily designed for pro- 
fessional people and those holding 
executive positions in businesses in 
the town. It is part of a programme 
designed to secure a better balance of 
income groups on the east side of the 
railway. 

There are also under construction 
by the corporation 120 houses of 
varying size in the south-west of the 
town and a few larger houses in the 
south-east. Furthermore, the urban 
district council is proceeding steadily 
with their housing schemes and a few 
private houses are being erected. 


In addition, the corporation has. 
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Welwyn Garden City Development Corporation 


HOMESTEAD COURT FLATS 





Plan of Homestead Court Flats, Welwyn Garden City 


recently accepted a tender for the 
erection of about fifty houses de- 
signed for building workers and a 
commencement was made at the turn 
of the year. 

During 1950 the county council 
completed the erection of a primary 
school in the north-west sector, and 
has under construction another in the 
south-east. Several existing factories 
had increased their premises during 
last year and the corporation has 
nearly completed the erection of a 
new factory. A large new bakery is 
being constructed by a subsidiary of 
Welwyn Stores. A substantial addi- 
tion to the corporation’s offices is 
nearing completion, and the St 
Albans Co-operative Society has 
completed a large branch store on 
the east side of the line. 

Meanwhile, the 1951 programme 
is in active preparation. Plans are 
nearing completion for the erection 
of about 400 houses in the south-east 
sector, of which about 250 will be of 
the weekly-rented type and the re- 


mainder for the higher income 
groups. Four different firms of archi- 
tects are engaged upon this. In 
addition instructions have been given 
for the preparation of plans for about 
ninety flats in the south-west sector. 
Plans are nearing completion for a 
number of shops, with two floors of 
offices over, near the railway station, 
and it is anticipated that there will be 
a considerable amount of factory 
construction, much of it for one 
firm. 

It should be added that the con- 
veyance by the company to the 
corporation of all its freehold land in 
the designated area has been com- 
pleted, as well as that of a large 
number of houses, factories, and 
shops, the administrative difficulties 
in connection with this having been 
overcome. 


Progress at Hatfield 

During the past year, the corpora- 
tion acquired from the Gascoigne 
Cecil Estates an area of land sufficient 
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for its early programmes and a com- 
mencement has been made with the 
development of the Roe Green 
neighbourhood. 

About 200 houses and flats of the 
weekly-rented type designed by 
Lionel Brett are under construction. 
The development is mainly in ter- 
races and the planning of the houses 
introduces certain rather novel fea- 
tures. In particular Mr Brett has 
tried to avoid the “tunnel” effect in 
the centre of blocks. It is expected 
that the first group of houses will be 
completed in the spring. Substantial 
engineering works have been under- 
taken to open up this new neighbour- 
hood. 

A group of small workshops was 
completed during last year and all are 
let. 

The Hatfield Rural District Coun- 
cil is proceeding actively with its 
housing schemes and some private 
houses are being built. 

The county council has under con- 
struction a large technical college 
which will be an imposing building 
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set back from the Barnet by-pass 
road, and the council has recently 
completed a new primary school. The 
corporation, operating with a group 
of Hatfield residents, is forming two 
youth clubs. 

As regards the 1951 programme, 
instructions have been given by the 
corporation for the preparation of 
plans for about 300 houses, the 
majority of which will be of the 
weekly-rented type, but there will be 
a substantial number of larger houses. 
Sites are also being developed for the 
erection of privately-owned houses. 

Owing to the large de Havilland 
works, industrial development is far 
ahead of housing, and the master 
plan only provides sites for a limited 
amount of additional industry. The 
corporation is trying to ensure that 
any new industry will employ differ- 
ent classes of labour to those en- 
gaged at de Havilland’s, and is par- 
ticularly anxious to secure firms 
employing a considerable proportion 
of women. és 

R. L. REISS 


LETCHWORTH (HERTS) 
FIRST NEW TOWN 


ago I referred to the Grange 

area scheme—Letchworth’s post- 
war neighbourhood unit, designed 
to accommodate a population of 
6,000 to 7,000. The scheme is inter- 
esting, not only in itself but as an 
instance of working partnership be- 
tween First Garden City Ltd and 
Letchworth UDC. Roads have been 
constructed ahead, though not too 
far ahead, of requirements and— 
despite the short supply of both 
labour and materials—the UDC has 
pressed on with housing. Just on 100 
houses are now occupied, including 
six bungalows for old people. 


T My note on Letchworth a year 


Other Housing 

In addition to the Grange develop- 
ment, some seventy “‘off the ration” 
prefabricated aluminium bungalows 
—the necessary authority having 
been obtained—have been erected 
for key workers in industry on a suit- 
able site off the Icknield Way. Looked 
at from the outside, these do not 
compare in attractiveness with tra- 
ditional housing: they nevertheless 
make comfortable homes and afford 
a welcome alleviation to the shortage 
of accommodation. 

The Howard Cottage Society 
completed a small, well-designed 
scheme of sixteen bungalows for old 
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people and a further project is in 
course of preparation. 

Good use has been made of the few 
licences obtainable for private build- 
ing. First Garden City Ltd are, how- 
ever, concerned at the lack of balance 
caused by the overwhelming pre- 
dominance of the smaller types 
among the post-war houses. They 
have approached the Ministry of 
Health for authority to construct a 
few larger detached properties, but 
their efforts in this direction have not 
so far met with success. 


Industrial Expansion 


Only a few inquiries have been re- 
ceived from firms wishing to “dis- 
perse”’, and there is little positive pro- 
gress to report in this direction. On 
the other hand, considerable develop- 
ments are in hand for established 
firms which have succeeded in ob- 
taining certificates for extensions. 
These are well advanced: but new 
industrial development continues to 
be frustrated by the housing short- 
age. It is not easy to induce firms to 
migrate when one is unable to help 
them to accommodate the nucleus of 
operatives they wish to bring with 
them. 


Education 


A new school between Bedford 
Road and Archers Way has been 
completed and is now in use, and the 
county council have prepared pre- 
liminary plans for the new county 
c. llege which is to serve the needs of 
North Herts. This scheme envisages a 
very large building of modern con- 
struction slightly to the west of the 
central area of the town; and some 
concern has been expressed lest the 
proposed edifice dwarf existing and 
prospective buildings there. Dis- 
cussions are taking place on the 
solution of this question between the 
company, the UDC, and the county 
council, 
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Town Centre 


It is the company’s intention, as 
soon as conditions permit, to develop 
the Arena site in the centre of the 
town. More shops and more offices 
are needed for the growing popula- 
tion. This is a long-term requirement, 
and the plans now nearing comple- 
tion are being prepared with this 
factor in view. Since the inception of 
the town the company has reserved 
what has hitherto been thought to 
be ample space, in the heart of 
Letchworth, until such time as the 
administrative and kindred needs of 
the future could be determined. With 
the town at approximately the two- 
thirds mark, these needs are be- 
ginning to make themselves mani- 
fest; and, with some concern, we find 
that what appeared, in the early days, 
to be an abundant reservation, will in 
fact have to be parcelled out with 
much circumspection. This has come 
about through the notable growth of 
local government and educational 
requirements, and discussions are in 
progress with local authority and 
government departments with a view 
to settling the best use in the general 
interest of the available space. My 
advice to planners of new towns, as 
regards their central area, would be 
to make a liberal estimate of the land 
likely to be needed and to multiply it 
by two. As our civilization grows 
more complex, administrative needs 
increase; and only an inspired pro- 
phet among planners could hope to 
outline, with any approach to exact- 
ness, the picture which the passage of 
even twenty years will present. 


Water Supply 


First Garden City Ltd has always 
had to be one jump ahead in regard 
to water supply, and a new pumping 
station capable of supplying a million 
gallons per day has just been com- 
pleted. With this the full population 
in view (35,000) is provided for 
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amply on existing standards of use. 
However, the scheme has been so 
designed that, should unforeseen re- 
quirements materialize, the supply 
can be further developed by exten- 
sions not more radical than the 
driving of new headings. 


The Green Belt 


The farms owned by the company 
are in good heart. Within the limits 
set by licensing and shortage of 
materials, replacements and desir- 
able improvements in the way of new 
farm buildings have been carried out. 
As the local market grows, the type 
of farming tends to become more in- 
tensive and more capital is employed. 
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The financial return on the invest- 
ment is small, but our farms are pros- 
perous and the agricultural belt has 
proved in our experience to be one 
of the happiest features of the garden 
city conception. 

Controls and shortage of labour 
and materials, rising prices, and 
limitations upon capital outlays, all 
tend to inhibit enterprise at the pres- 
ent juncture. Capital, moreover, has 
to earn its keep in Letchworth: we 
cannot dip into the public purse. The 
fact that the community continues 
to make light of all discouragements 
is evidence that a sound principle of 
growth is at work here. 

ERIC MACFADYEN 


BASILDON (ESSEX) 


YEAR HAs passed since the de- 
A velopment corporation set up 

its headquarters in Pitsea and 
set to work on the new town project. 
This report, therefore, records briefly 
the first year’s progress on the de- 
velopment of the new town. 


Preliminaries 


The preparatior of a master plan 
was the first task, and the corporation 
decided to entrust this work to its own 
planning staff under the immediate 
direction of its chief architect planner, 
N. Tweddell, ARIBA. It is con- 
sidered that the preparation of de- 
velopment plans by those whose duty 
it will be to carry them out will, in the 
long term, be more satisfactory than 
the employment of outside consult- 
ants; this course has, however, the 
disadvantage that some considerable 
time must elapse before any definite 
proposals can be made public. 

Factual survey and the collection 
of statistical information—necessary 
preliminaries to constructive plan- 
ning—took some six months, and a 
first draft plan was in the hands of the 


interested authorities in May; since 
then further work in consultation 
with these authorities and the Minis- 
try of Town and Country Planning 
has produced a revised plan which, it 
is hoped, will be, in its outlines at 
least, generally acceptable. 


Physical Background 


The site of the new town covers 
some 8,000 acres in an area some six 
miles long from east to west and some 
24 miles deep. The designated area is 
large, but steep slopes and drainage 
difficulties make much of it unsuit- 
able for intensive development. The 
main London to Southend railway 
roughly bisects the area from west to 
east and links the two existing com- 
munities of Laindon in the west and 
Pitsea in the east; these two centres, 
together with some scattered develop- 
ment in the two miles of relatively 
open land between, already hoid a 
population of 25,000 persons. 

Creating a new town, which shall 
absorb these existing centres and the 
people who live in them, and incorpor- 
ate them in new development so as to 
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form a single community, is a task to 
tax the skill and ingenuity of the 
planner. It soon became apparent 
that it would not be possible in this 
area to build such a town, with a 
population of 50,000 persons as 
originally projected, at an economic 
density. The plans have therefore 
been prepared, with the knowledge 
of the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning, on the assumption that the 
ultimate population of Basildon will 
be in the neighbourhood of 80,000. 
On this basis it has been possible to 
evolve a practicable plan for the 
development of the area as one com- 
munity. 


Master Plan 


Briefly, the master plan envisages a 
town centre midway between Lain- 
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don and Pitsea to the north of the 
railway, surrounded on three sides 
by seven residential neighbourhoods, 
each to contain approximately 10,000 
persons; and two industrial areas ad- 
joining the London to Southend ar- 
terial road—one to the north-east and 
one to the north—with the possi- 
bility of a third area to the south-east 
suitable for heavy industry, if re- 
quired. The land to the north of the 
town centre, which is largely unsuit- 
able for building, it is hoped to use as 
a public park and playing fields. 

As with other new towns, the pro- 
vision of services to meet the needs of 
a rapidly expanding population is of 
the first importance. It is hoped that 
the implementation of the Hanning- 
field water scheme will meet the new 
town’s demands for water, but the 


Aerial view of Nevendon, Basildon New Town 
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provision of sewerage facilities 'and 
sewage disposal plant is urgently re- 
quired if development is not to be 
restricted in two or three years’ time. 
It is clear that it will be to the ad- 
vantage of all concerned if the re- 
sponsibility for the provision of these 
facilities lies with the corporation, 
and negotiations are in hand for the 
taking of sewerage powers by them. 


Industry 

The establishment of industry is of 
fundamental importance to the new 
town, if it is to be a place to work in, no 
less than to live in, and particular 
emphasis has been laid at Basildon on 
early industrial development. Basil- 
don, fortunately, is well situated for 
this purpose. Good road and ade- 
quate rail communications, proxim- 
ity to the Thames-side docks, and a 
generally increasing tempo of de- 
velopment in a hitherto rather neg- 
lected area of the Home Counties, 
are factors in its favour. Given reason- 
able co-operation by the government 
departments concerned, there should 
be little difficulty in attracting in- 
dustry to Basildon. It is significant 
that the first land purchased by the 
corporation was bought for the de- 
velopment of the new town’s main 
industrial area, and that the first 
building now being erected in the 
new town is a factory. Negotiations 
with industrialists are in hand, and it 
is expected that work will begin in the 
near future on at least two further 
factories from East London. 


HARLOW 


URING THE next five years, the 
D corporation will develop the 
northern part of the town, 
moving from east to west towards the 
town centre. A start will be made on 
the centre towards the end of the 
present five-year period. 
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Housing 

The prospect of the early establish- 
ment of industry in Basildon under- 
lined the need for a quick start in 
house building. In order to keep 
housing and industrial development 
in step, sites for the first houses have 
been selected and the contracts let 
before the master plan has reached its 
final shape. Starting on the building 
of the new town concurrently with 
the preparation of the master plan 
has taxed the corporation’s technical 
resources; and, in an area such as 
Basildon, where the extent of unen- 
cumbered land is restricted, such a 
policy is not without danger, but the 
undoubted advantages were con- 
sidered to justify the risk. At present 
contracts for some 260 houses have 
been let and construction has begun. 
The first houses are expected to be 
ready for occupation by spring of 
1951. A further 300 houses at least 
are at present projected for 1951. 

It is pleasant to be able to record a 
year of progress at Basildon, but it 
would be foolish to pass over the 
difficulties that lie ahead. To create a 
well-balanced community in this 
area, to place it on a sound economic 
basis, and above all to plan the de- 
velopment of the new town so as to 
cause the minimum of disturbance 
and hardship to the numerous exist- 
ing inhabitants and to win their whole- 
hearted co-operation and support, 
requires not onty technical skill, but 
also understanding, tact, and un- 
limited patience. 


(ESSEX) 


Chippingfield Housing Scheme 

This scheme was completed by 
August 1950. The inclusive rents are 
25s. 5d. for a two bedroomed house, 
gis. 1d. for a three bedroomed ter- 
raced house, and 35s. 4d. for a three 
bedroomed semi-detached house. 
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Work in progress at Mark Hall, Harlow New Town 


The corporation has let a further 
contract for twenty similar dwellings 
and proposes to erect fifteen garages. 
Mark Hall North 

Construction work commenced in 


January 1950. Building works in 


operation comprise approximately 
450 houses, 197 flats, a tenants’ club- 
room, and a vicarage. 


Mark Hall South and Netteswell 


Contracts in the sum of £81,900 
for civil engineering works over part 
of the area have been let and are 
scheduled for completion from April 
1951. Tenders have been invited for 
approximately a further 500 dwell- 
ings and construction work is due to 
commence at the end of January. 


Shops 

The shopping centre for the Mark 
Hall-Netteswell neighbourhood will 
ultimately comprise some forty-eight 


shops. Tenders for the first twenty- 
four shops, bank, post office, etc., 
together with thirty-five flats and 
maisonettes have been obtained and 
work is due to commence in February 


1951. 


Eastern Industrial Estate 


Approval of the corporation’s pro- 
posal for the eastern industrial estate 
was given in May 1950, and a con- 
tract in the sum of £169,000 for all 
development roads and sewers was 
let in August 1950. 


Water Supplies 


Authority to sink a well at Hadham 
Mill, from which it is hoped to draw 
2,000,000 gallons of water per day, 
was granted early in 1950, and the 
work of proving and testing the well 
is expected to be completed by 
February 1951. The corporation will 
then apply for authority to proceed 
with the erection of pumping plant 
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and the laying of a pipeline to a reser- 
voir at Rye Hill, on the south side of 
the designated area. 


Sew erage 


An area was found at Rye Meads, 
to the north of the designated area, 
where effluent can be treated and 
allowed to filter through gravel beds, 
with no risk of river pollution. Ne- 
gotiations for the purchase of the site 
have now been completed. 

In the meantime a contract in the 
sum of £410,000 has been let for the 
construction of five and a half miles 
of trunk sewer to provide main 
sewerage as far as the Rye Meads 
treatment works. 


Roads 


Agreement was reached earlier in 
the year on the question of the classi- 
fied road which will link the present 
London to Cambridge road with the 
Mark Hall-Netteswell neighbour- 
hood. A contract in the sum of 
£52,000 was let in April 1950 in 
respect of the first section (one mile 
long) of this road, now known as 
First Avenue, which is scheduled for 
completion by February 1951. Ten- 
ders for the next section (about half a 
mile long) have been invited and con- 
struction work is expected to proceed 
immediately. 


CRAWLEY 


N 25 JANUARY 1950 Princess 
O Elizabeth opened the first in- 
dustrial road at Crawley, 
naming it Manor Royal. It hasa total 
length of 600 yards and is virtually 
complete, together with its sewers 
and. surface water drains. 


Factories 


On 23 September 1949 Messrs 
W. C. Youngman Limited, of Wands- 
worth, signed the building agreement 
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Gas and Electricity 

Electricity will be supplied from 
the existing grid, stepped up on the 
completion of the new Hoddesdon 
power station. Sites for the main 
thirty-three kV sub-stations and for 
the eleven kV sub-stations have been 
made available to the Eastern Elec- 
tricity Board 

A site has been agreed for the main 
gas-holder, to which gas will be 
brought by high pressure main from 
Ponders End. 


Education 

Work on the first new town primary 
school, to be sited in Mark Hall 
North, is expected to commence early 
in 1951. 

An existing building in Mark Hall 
North has been made available for use 
as a temporary school. 


Building Labour 


A labour camp, to house 320 men, 
has been in occupation since the 
spring of 1950. 

Of the ninety-eight houses recently 
completed at Chippingfield, sixty 
were let to building trade workers 
who were recruited from the housing 
lists of certain London boroughs. This 
scheme will be extended when houses 
become available in Mark Hall 
North in the near future. 


(SUSSEX) 


for a ninety-nine years’ lease of ten 
acres of land fronting Manor Royal, 
upon which they have built a factory 
to manufacture extension ladders, 
industrial trucks, and ‘‘Leda”’ metal 
bath fittings. 

Since that date, building agree- 
ments have been entered into by the 
A. P. V. Company of Wandsworth 
for the lease of seventeen acres of land, 
by Messrs Vitamins Limited of Ham- 
mersmith for ten acres, by Messrs 
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F. H. Bourner of Croydon for one 
acre, and by Messrs Randall of 
Croydon for 1.5 acres. Thus a total of 
approximately forty acres of land has 
been leased for factories covering 
industries which embrace woodwork, 
work in hard metals, medicinal and 
other foods, confectionery, and metal 
fittings. 

All of these firms will erect their 
own factories, for which purpose they 
will provide finance, employ archi- 
tects, and control building opera- 
tions, subject to approval of the 
drawings by Crawley Development 
Corporation. 

Messrs Youngman’s factory, the 
first stage of which covers an area of 
56,000 sq. ft, will be ready in January 
1951. Building on leased sites was 
able to start before the end of 1950, 
and a substantial number of factories, 
erected to the special requirements of 
the firms named, were in course of 
construction before the end of the 
year. 

The Crawley Development Cor- 
poration realized that many smaller 
firms, not wishing to invest capital in 
buildings, would be anxious to lease 
factory space at rack rents. They 
therefore built standard factories and, 
by the end of 1950, seventeen of 
these factories, covering a total floor 
space of 89,900 sq. ft, had been let at 
rack rents. This space will be occu- 
pied by thirteen firms and the corpor- 
ation have already handed over 
factories to Messrs Test House Equip- 
ment Limited, A. S. Ladley & Com- 
pany Ltd, Bale & Church Limited, 
and Vaughan Lift Engineering 
Limited. 

When the leased sites have been 
completed, they will represent an 
investment of private capital in 
excess of £1 million and the eighteen 
firms, if taken together, will eventu- 
ally employ upwards of 2,200 people. 
Drawings are being prepared for a 
substantial extension of the factory 
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estate and the contracts will be let 
before the end of 1950. 

It is a marked feature of the firms 
at present coming into Crawley that 
they employ a very high percentage 
of male labour and of skilled labour, 
male and female. All of them come 
from London or its immediate vicin- 
ity, and many of them will be vacat- 
ing very unsatisfactory premises in 
areas which ought to become resi- 
dential. 


Housing 


The corporation have completed 
roads and services in the West Green 
neighbourhood, and have also fin- 
ished a substantial portion of the 
roads in the Northgate neighbour- 
hood, thus ensuring that the em- 
ployees of the early factories will have 
a choice of residence in two neigh- 
bourhoods. 

In West Green contracts have been 
let for approximately 495 dwellings, 
in Northgate for 205. 

At the end of October seventy- 
seven dwellings had been completed 
in Crawley New Town and were 
already occupied. 

Industrialists have taken great 
interest in the introduction to the 
new town of their employees and 
their relatives and have conveyed, at 
their own cost, upwards of 2,000 to 
inspect factory sites, factories in 
course of construction, and houses, 
shops, and amusements which already 
exist. 

Extremely valuable information 
has been obtained as to the way in 
which the people wish to live, the 
rents they are prepared to pay, and 
other important matters. 

The great majority wish to live ina 
house with its own garden, a certain 
proportion are satisfied with two- 
storey flats each possessing a front 
door and a garden, and a small per- 
centage wish to live in flats with a 
common entrance. 
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Sewage 

Substantial progress has been made 
with the first unit of the sewage treat- 
ment works which is expected to 
serve an additional population of 
10,000 persons. This plant, on which 
work commenced in 1949, was de- 
signed by the consulting engineers 
to the corporation, Messrs John 
Taylor & Sons. The works are ex- 
tensive and progress has been sub- 
stantial. It is anticipated that this 
10,000 person-unit will be in opera- 
tion in June 1951. Meanwhile sew- 
age can be dealt with by the existing 
treatment works of Horsham and 
Cuckfield Rural District Councils. 

To connect the new sewage works 
with the existing sewage system, 
2,500 yards of 36 in. and 30 in. main 
trunk sewer have been laid and com- 
pleted. This trunk sewer joins the 
sewage works near Gatwick Airport 
Station with the main sewer in the 
London/Brighton Road at its junc- 
tion with the Crawley by-pass. 
6,928 yards of subsidiary sewer have 
been completed. 

A separate system of storm water 
sewers has been designed to discharge 
in the rivers and streams of the 
vicinity. The 42 in. main storm water 
sewer is in an advanced stage of 
construction. 


Water Supply 

The drawings of the new water 
supply system were completed during 
the year by the water consulting 
engineers, Messrs Lapworth & Part- 
ners, and the contract has been let for 
the construction of a 1,200 million 
gallon reservoir, formed by an earth 
embankment by the head of the 
Medway at Weir Wood close to 
Forest Row. 

A new joint water supply board has 
been formed, of which Crawley 
Development Corporation, Cuck- 


field Rural District Council, Uck- 
field Rural District Council, East 
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Grinstead Water Authority, and 
East Sussex County Council are 
members. This board is operating 
and excellent progress has been made 
with the works under its control. 

Arrangements have been com- 
pleted with the local water authori- 
ties to increase their present supply, 
pending completion of the new 
reservoir. 


Gas and Electricity 


The South Eastern Gas Board and 
the South Eastern Electricity Board 
have both made substantial advances 
in the provision of gas and electricity ; 
in particular the gas board has com- 
menced the extension of the manu- 
facturing plant at the Waddon works 
near Croydon. The contract was let 
in March 1950 for laying a 24 in. high 
pressure main from Waddon to the 
Hooley Lane holder station; this 
work, covering a distance of 11.8 
miles, will be completed in November 
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Schools - 


The West Sussex County Council 
have designed the first new primary 
school which will be built in West 
Green. The construction of the three 
form entry school on an eight acres 
site commenced in December 1950. 


Extent of Works 


At the end of October 1950 the 
total building and civil engineering 
force working on the construction of 
the new town and its subsidiary ser- 
vices was 1,060 men; 816 of these were 
employed by contractors working for 
the corporation, the balance by other 
authorities connected with the town 
development. 

Corporation works to the value of 
£2 million had been completed or 
were in progress at the same date. 

The wartime camp at Tilgate has 
been converted by the corporation 
for the use of building labour, and 
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has an ultimate capacity of 430 beds. 
The first section of accommodation 
for 150 men is in operation, and about 
100 men are in residence. 


Work in Progress 


The value of construction con- 
tracts completed and in progress at 
31 October 1950 was approximately 
£2 million. This excludes contracts 
for earth dam construction at the 
impounding reservoir at Weir Wood, 
and other water supply contracts, the 
total of which exceeds £500,000. 

The completed drawings and the 
programme of works, which is now 
stabilized, indicate steady continua- 
tion of the development of the in- 
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dustrial area, and the concurrent de- 
velopment of housing in two or three 
neighbourhood units which will pro- 
vide sufficient accommodation to 
house the labour which the incoming 
industrialists are bringing with them. 

The industrial area and the neigh- 
bourhoods of West Green, Northgate, 
and Three Bridges have been com- 
pletely planned. Drawings of South- 
gate are in hand. Thirty basic types 
of houses have been erected and it is 
anticipated that contracts will be 
maintained to build houses so that 
upwards of 650 houses: will be con- 
tinually under construction. 


T. P. BENNETT 


BRACKNELL (BERKS) 


area of land in Berkshire was 

designated as a new town. After a 
public inquiry, the choice of a site 
with the existing town almost in its 
centre was confirmed, though the 
area was reduced from the original 
2,623 acres to 1,850. The intention is 
to expand the population of Brack- 
nell from 5,000 to 25,000; the new 
residents will come mainly from the 
western boroughs of London. These 
developments have become a reality 
to the local people since June when 
Farley Hall, previously a _ small 
private hotel, was purchased for use 
as offices. Since then staff have 
arrived and have been occupied in 
the three main initial tasks. 


I WAS not until 1949 that the first 


Early Stages 


First, the necessary administration 
must be created to carry through the 
scheme. Secondly, wide contacts 
must be made with the local people, 
so that the town will grow, not as a 
foreign element but as a natural 
development of the living organism, 
the urban community. Thirdly, a 


vast amount of preliminary survey 
work must be undertaken. The col- 
lection of information about Brack- 
nell, its existing land use and owner- 
ship, shops, industries, physical and 
social services, local characteristics, 
and problems is now nearly com- 
pleted. 

Along with these vital preparations 
for the planning stage, the corpora- 
tion has decided to start on a small 
preliminary building scheme at once, 
on land which is certain to be ear- 
marked for housing development in 
the master plan. The acquisition of 
sites is proceeding, the services of 
Messrs Louis de Soissons and Part- 
ners as consultant architects have 
been obtained in order to leave the 
staff free to devote its major energies 
to the master plan, and in November 
1950 it is hoped to let a contract for 
seventy-two houses which will be 
allocated to key workers and others 
essential to the expansion of the 
town. 


Existing Development 
Bracknell, a market town of some 
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importance in a mainly agricultural 
area, has come into being, like most 
of the near-by centres, because of its 
proximity to important communica- 
tions between London and the south- 
west; it is close to a route which was 
used in Roman and even ancient 
British times. As an entity it is new. In 
the nineteenth century the three 
villages of which it is formed, 
Bracknell, Old Bracknell, and Bull- 
brook were separate, while it is now 
the administrative centre for the 
older parishes of Binfield, Warfield, 
Winkfield, and Easthampstead; like 
each of these places it has an active 
community life, though its boundar- 
ies are not well defined. Many of the 
population of over 5,000 are at 
present occupied in mixed farming, or 
in the small industries of the district, 
such as light engineering, brick- 
making, or timber work, but surveys 
so far made show that few concerns 
employ more than thirty workers 
and that many people travel outside 
the area to work each day. The near- 
est large towns are Reading and 
Windsor, but Bracknell is sufficiently 
far from these centres to be expanded 
while maintaining an adequate belt 
of agricultural land all round. 


Physical Features 


The site presents particular prob- 
lems, some of which are met in no 
other new town. Physically its de- 
velopment should not give rise to 
great difficulties. Situated between 
150 and 400 ft above sea level, the 
land slopes gently towards the west. 
The soil is London clay overlying 
chalk, except in the extreme south- 
west, near Harmans Water, where 
the Bagshot sand begins and _ the 
ground is thickly wooded. 
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The whole region was once part of 
the forest which extended to Windsor, 
and the corporation is determined to 
preserve the beauty of the landscape. 
Sir Patrick Abercrombie, in his 
Greater London Plan, recommended 
that building should take place in 
areas well served by rail and road, 
and here good communications are 
provided by the main railway be- 
tween London, Staines, and Reading, 
and by the Windsor-Reading road, 
though these two roughly parallel 
east-west lines tend to cut the area in 
two and there is a need for certain 
improvements in the north-south 
connections. Negotiations have been 
started with the gas, water, electricity, 
and other undertakings and with the 
Thames Conservancy, while the 
necessity of establishing new sewage 
works, or of expanding the existing 
works to serve the increased popula- 
tion, is being considered in consulta- 
tion with the rural district council. 


Corporation’s Task 


The considerable amount of exist- 
ing low-density development pre- 
sents the greatest problem. This diffi- 
culty makes it essential that the area 
should be closely surveyed. One 
hundred acres are occupied by the 
RAF Staff College at Ramslade, and 
the desire to reduce disturbance to 
existing dwellers in Bracknell to the 
minimum complicates the problem 
of finding sites for building and of 
zoning areas in planning, while pre- 
serving adequate open space, though 
it is also a challenge. All these diffi- 
culties must be solved before a boldly 
conceived or even a satisfactory plan 
can be created. The corporation in- 
tend that this shall be achieved in 
1951. D. M. P. 


Index 
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NEWTON AYCLIFFE (DURHAM) 


HE CORPORATION has now com- 
pleted the purchase of nearly 80 
per cent of the total designated 


area and, to date, over £600,000 has 
been spent on new development. 


Main Drainage 


The main foul outfall sewer, 
running from the sewage disposal 
works on the adjacent trading estate 
to the centre of the immediate de- 
velopment in the new town, has been 
completed. 

The main surface water outfall 
sewer, extending from the River 
Skerne to the centre of the new town, 
has also been completed. 

A scheme for the first pumping 
station on the new town site has been 
prepared and work should com- 
mence early in the new year. 

The local authority (Darlington 
RDC) has taken over from the North 
Eastern Trading Estate, and is main- 
taining the sewage disposal works on 
the trading estate, which will dispose 
of all foul sewage from the designated 
area. 


Orlit Houses at Clarence Corner, Newton Aycliffe 


Site Development 

Work has been completed, or is in 
hand, on seven housing precincts, 
providing estate roads, drainage, and 
all public services for approximately 
goo houses, two shopping parades, 
churches, schools, public houses, etc. 
Schemes are being prepared for four 
other precincts which will complete 
wards A and B. 


Main Roads 


Tunnel Road, which runs from 
New Lane to Central Avenue (civic 
centre), is completed. The ring road 
from New Lane to Tunnel Road is 
also finished, and the portion run- 
ning east from Tunnel Road to Burn 
Lane is well advanced. 

The scheme for the construction’of 
a tunnel under the Simpasture rail- 
way to link the trading estate with the 
designated area has been drafted, 
and negotiations are proceeding with 
British Railways, the Ministry of 
Transport, the county council, and 
all interested parties. 

The scheme for the construction of 
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the main portion of Central Avenue 
is in preparation. 


Housing 


One hundred and seventy houses 
and bungalows have been completed 
and occupied, while contracts are in 
hand for an additional 294 on housing 
precincts Ar, 2, and 3, and Br. 
House building on precincts A6 and 
7, and Be, comprising an additional 
416 houses and flats, is expected to 
commence in the spring. The corpor- 
ation were very disappointed to have 
to abandon the experiment of district 
heating, on economic grounds, in 
view of the low density of develop- 
ment on the site. To counteract this, 
they are now installing central heat- 
ing in their houses, by using radia- 
tors and convected heat supplied 
from one central fireplace and boiler. 
To ease the toil of the housewife, they 
are also installing gas-heated drying 
cabinets in each house, and giving all 
tenants the opportunity of hiring, at 
cheap rates, washing machines, re- 
frigerators, and gas/electric cookers 
of various types. 


Shops 

The first two shops on the new 
town site, adapted from old farm 
buildings, are now functioning. A 
scheme for a shopping parade with 
flats, garages, and public conven- 
iences, all situated in the A ward 
centre, has been approved by the 
corporation and submitted to the 
MTCP. It is expected that building 
will commence in early spring. 

It is hoped to build a multiple store 
in the B ward centre. The layout has 
been prepared and advertisements 
issued, inviting tenders from inter- 
ested persons who are willing to lease 
either the site or the site with the 
building thereon. 


Schools 
At present children of new resi- 
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dents are attending schools outside 
the designated area. However, the 
first section of the Sugar Hill School 
inside the area, to accommodate 360 
scholars (200 juniors and 160 in- 
fants), has commenced and should 
be in operation during summer 1951. 
A special feature of the design of this 
building is constructional, based on a 
cranked portal steel frame which is 
proving very economical. The Sugar 
Hill School will, eventually, provide 
accommodation for 840 scholars. 


Community Centre 


The Clarence Farm Pioneer Com- 
munity Association headquarters 
were opened by Lady Beveridge on 
4 November last, and the centre is 
flourishing. 

The conversion of the cow byres 
attached to Clarence Farm has pro- 
vided a delightful hall with stage, 
dressing rooms, kitchen, and con- 
veniences. The building is in use most 
evenings and several afternoons each 
week, by the various sections of the 
association. , 

The corporation has considered the 
erection of a theatre for drama, etc., 
but feel that the time has not yet 
arrived when such an undertaking 
could be self-supporting. They have 
decided to reserve a site and are try- 
ing to make alternative arrangements 
for the purpose of accommodating 
drama and operatic societies in the 
meantime. 


Churches 


The new vicar of Newton Aycliffe 
has taken up residence in the new 
town and is holding church services in 
the chapel of St Clare which is housed 
in part of Clarence Farm. Funds are 
being gathered for the erection of an 
Anglican church in the town centre. 
Discussions are proceeding with the 
Roman Catholic and Free Churches 
with a view to the provision of sites 
inside the designated area. 
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Public Houses 

Architects have already been com- 
missioned for the building of the first 
state pub—“*The Iron Horse”’ in the 
B ward centre. It is hoped that build- 
ing will commence in early summer 
of 1951. Sites for further public 
houses are planned in each ward 
centre and in the town centre. 


Open Spaces 

As an extension of community 
centre activities, the first sports field 
has been planned, and a scheme sub- 
mitted to the Ministry for approval. 
Already the newly-formed Newton 
Aycliffe Football Club are playing 
league football on this sports field. 
The scheme before the Ministry pro- 
vides a cricket ground, two football 
pitches, tennis courts, bowling greens, 
children’s corner, car park, etc. 

A scheme for a series of children’s 
play spaces on village greens has been 
accepted by the corporation, and a 
start on the first one has been made. 
The usual playing equipment is being 
provided. 


Garages 


Thirteen lock-up garages, fitted 
with electricity, water hoses, and 
u.spection ramps, are completed and 
occupied on precinct A1. These are 
proving popular, although a little 


PETERLEE 


HE YEAR 1950 has seen an all- 

; out effort to tackle the problem 
of how to build a town on a site 
underlain by five seams of coal in pro- 
cess of extraction. Discussions with 
the National Coal Board have re- 
sulted in the co-ordination of surface 
planning with underground work- 
ings to such an extent that consider- 
abie areas of land have been made 
available for immediate housing and 
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expensive. Research suggests that 
garages built on to houses, where pos- 
sible, are more popular and slightly 
cheaper. In future the corporation 
propose to erect both types to meet 
the demand of new residents. 


Windbreaks, Nursery, and Forecourts 


The planting of windbreaks, as sug- 
gested in the climatological survey, 
has proceeded according to pro- 
gramme. The policy of laying out 
forecourts to houses has continued 
throughout the year, and is proving a 
success. The establishment at Well 
House of the nursery, for the pro- 
pagation of trees, plants, and shrubs, 
is developing very successfully. 


Direct Labour Department 


A manager has been appointed and 
is building up his organization. 
Already he is constructing a small 
number of houses, maintaining exist- 
ing property, and carrying out some 
site development works. 


Public Street Lighting 


Our own design of columns, in- 
cluding the 40-ft-high standards for 
village green lighting, and the 15-ft 
standards for normal class B lighting, 
have been approved, and are being 
manufactured and erected upon 
delivery. A. W. THOMAS 


(DURHAM) 


town centre development and yet 
only a very limited sterilization of 
coal has taken place. Under the sys- 
tem of co-ordinated working a vary- 
ing amount of land will become avail- 
able for houses each year, so that in 
some years we shall be able to build 
many houses and in others few. In the 
lean years we shall turn our resources 
to the development, on a stable site, 
of the town centre. 
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Houses under construction at Thorntree Gill, Peterlee 


Housing 

The resolving of the difficulties of 
mining subsidence has cleared the 
way for considerable progress to be 
made in providing houses for people 
in the overcrowded mining villages 
surrounding the new town. Eighty- 
two houses were started in August at 
Thorntree Gill; some of them were 
complete by the end of the year and 
all will be tenanted by the spring. 

In the north-east quadrant of the 
designated area the corporation have 
pressed on with a scheme for the quick 
erection of about 1,000 houses; con- 
tracts for the roads and sewers for all 
of them have been let and construc- 
tion of the first 266 houses com- 
menced in September; they will be 
complete by the autumn of 1951. 


Industry 


Progress has also been made to- 
wards the establishment of industry 
to provide employment for men and 
boys surplus to the needs of the min- 
ing industry and from women and 
girls unwilling to travel to the sur- 
rounding centres of Sunderland, West 


Hartlepool, and Stockton. New towns 
in development areas are faced with 
special problems and a close liaison 
between the corporation and the 
Board of Trade must be maintained. 
Discussion had led to agreement 
whereby an industrial estate of sixty 
to seventy acres will be developed by 
the corporation in conjunction with 
North-Eastern Trading Estates who 
will build factories for letting. Indus- 
trialists who want to build their 
own factories will be able to lease 
service sites from the corporation. 


A Year of Progress 


The three main functions of Peier- 
lee are to relieve the serious housing 
shortage in the surrounding villages; 
to provide a recreational, adminis- 
trative, and commercial centre for a 
heavily populated rural district; and 
to provide new employment oppor- 
tunities and a greater diversification 
of employment. The corporation feel 
that during the past year important 
progress has been made towards the 
realization of these objectives. 

A. V. WILLIAMS 
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CWMBRAN (MON.) 


WMBRAN NEW TOWN, lying five 
( miles to the north of Newport, 
Monmouthshire, will be the 
first new town in Wales and, when 
completed, will contain an estimated 
population of 35,000. The town is to 
provide housing and adequate facili- 
ties, near their places of work, for 
workers in industries within and near 
the designated area. Housing short- 
age has always been a problem in this 
neighbourhood and the position has 
been aggravated by the influx of new 
industries to the area during and 
after the war. The number of workers 
who have to travel into the area daily 
to their work, from distances of five 
miles or more, is estimated at about 
2,250. 


Choice of Site 


The site for the new town was 
chosen for several good reasons. It is 
off the South Wales coalfield: suit- 
able building land is available; the 
existing industries in and around the 
designated area will provide employ- 
ment for the estimated future popu- 
lation of 35,000; existing public ser- 
vices can be economically extended; 
there are good railway and road 
communications; the port of New- 
port is near; and there is no equally 
suitable site on which a new town, 
serving existing industries in the 
Eastern Valley, could be built with- 
out infringing on high quality agri- 
cultural land. 


Establishment of Corporation 


The corporation was set up on 
24 November 1949 and held its first 
meeting on 30 November 1949. The 
general manager, Major-General T. 
W. Rees, CB, CIE, DSO, MC, LLD, 
was appointed in March 1950 and 
recruitment of staff is proceeding 
steadily within the normal periods 





required to obtain suitable officers. 
The corporation’s officers are at 
present working in temporary accom- 
modation, but it is hoped that work 
will shortly be started on the erection 
of new offices in Cwmbran itself. 


Physical Features 


Each side of the designated area 
measures approximately 24 miles and 
its acreage is 3,160 acres, approxi- 
mately four-fifths of the area being 
within the Cwmbran Urban District 
and the remainder in the Pontypool 
Rural District. Through the valley 
flows the Afon Lwyd flanked on each 
side by flat land giving way to undu- 
lating country supporting the steeper 
slopes of the designated area. It is 
bounded on the east by good agri- 
cultural land stretching some five 
miles to the River Usk; on the south 
by an agricultural green belt 14 
miles wide and extending to the New- 
port Borough boundary; on the west 
by grazing land extending over the 
Mynydd Maen mountain, 1,500 ft 
in height; and on the north by an 
agricultural belt three-quarters of a 
mile in width. The area consists of a 
valley with slopes varying from 1 in 
20 to steep in the west and gradients 
rarely exceeding 1 in 12 on the easter- 
ly side. 

Attractive building sites are avail- 
able on the east and west sides with 
magnificent views across the valley. 
No first-class agricultural land will be 
required for development purposes 
and over 600 acres of the designated 
area are likely to be retained in their 
present use. There are some pleasant 
woodlands and streams, the preserva- 
tion of which will be taken fully into 
account in the preparation of the 
outline plan. There are also some 
derelict lands, including abandoned 
clay-pits which are a problem to 
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planners, and certain clay workings 
still in operation. 


Existing Development 


Within the designated area there 
are at present five populated areas, 
linked by ribbon development, con- 
taining an estimated population of 
13,000, and presenting some nice 
problems in neighbourhood plan- 
ning. North to south communica- 
tions are good and include the 
Newport-Abergavenny trunk road 
and the Class B Newport-Pontypool 
road, but at present there are no east 
to west road communications of any 
consequence. The main railway lines 
Newport-Hereford and Newport- 
Eastern Valley, Monmouthshire, 
cross the area, with a junction at 
Cwmbran. The disused Newport- 
Brecon Canal runs roughly from 
north to south through the centre of 
the area. 

Old-established major industries 
include the manufacture of wire, tin- 
plate, steel, nuts, bolts, railway fit- 
tings, bricks, tiles, and pipes (to- 
gether with active clay workings). 
New major industries are more con- 
centrated and include the manu- 
facture of bricks, engineering valves, 
dairy machinery, biscuits, and sani- 
tary hardware; whilst steel, toys, glass, 
nylon, and ordnance products are 
also manufactured in the vicinity of 
the designated area. Although no ex- 
tensive direction into the area of major 
industries is expected in the near 
future, extension of the service’ in- 
dustries will be required. 

The existing water supplies are 
adequate for the present population, 
but the new town will require 
additional provision which can be 
made available from the main trunk 
supplies to Newport. This problem is 
now under examination. The dis- 
posal of sewage, which is also under 
examination, will be dependent on 
the main Eastern Valley trunk 
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sewer, now being constructed through 
the valley, and on the existing purifi- 
cation works to the south of the area 
which are to be rebuilt. Gas will be 
available from the new Pontypool 
gas works and electricity will be 
supplied from the main grid system. 


Housing 


Areas already built upon, or un- 
suitable for building, amount to 
about 1,039 acres, and there are over 
1,000 houses in existing development 
which will eventually form part of a 
redevelopment scheme. New housing 
estates are in process of being de- 
veloped in Pontnewydd and Cwm- 
bran, and land available for develop- 
ment, including obsolete areas, should 
provide for the additional population 
of 22,000. The scattered nature of the 
existing development and the exist- 
ence of obsolete areas within it 
create a special development prob- 
lem. The master plan will provide for 
the redevelopment and incorpora- 
tion of these areas within the. new 
town. The town centre will be 
centrally sited and linked by new 
roads and bridges with all parts of the 
town. 


Industry and Recreation 


Existing heavy industries raise the 
question as to continuance of use on 
their present sites, and mineral work- 
ings present some difficulties al- 
though, since the area is off the coal- 


field; subsidence will not be one of 


these. The existing clay-works— 
thirty acres in extent—will give rise 
to problems of their continuance and 


of the filling-in and future use of 


excavated land. 

Low-lying land in the south of the 
area is subject to flooding. River 
improvement works will probably 
render large areas safe for industrial 
and recreational use. Recreational 
facilities are at present inadequate 
for Cwmbran as a whole, although 
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a number of works have their own 
sports grounds. 


First Steps 


As will be appreciated, the cor- 
poration is only in the initial stages of 
its task, but work is proceeding 
steadily in preparation for the big 
development programme which is 
envisaged. Meanwhile, as a short- 
term policy, it is possible to go ahead 
with a limited amount of building 
which, it is now reasonably certain, 
will not conflict with the corporation’s 
master plan. This type of develop- 
ment is fully encouraged by the 
corporation and includes building by 
local authorities, who are being 
urged to press on with housing 
schemes as speedily as possible, and 
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also a building society’s scheme for 
housing a local engineering firm’s 
employees. 

The planning consultants (Messrs 
Minoprio and Spencely, FFRIBA, 
AAMTPI, and P. W. Macfarlane, 
FRICS, MTPI) have now prepared 
a draft outline plan which was dis- 
cussed with the various authorities 
and with local residents during 
November. They are also acting as 
architects for the corporation’s first 
housing site at Tynewydd in the 
Pontnewydd area. Approval of the 
corporation’s master plan by the 
Ministry of Town and Country Plan- 
ning within reasonable time will, it is 
hoped, enable the task of providing 
housing, social, and commercial faci- 
lities to go full steam ahead. 


GLENROTHES (FIFE) 


HE YEAR at Glenrothes has been 
one of steady unostentatious 
progress, although the only 
building completed by the corpora- 
tion is the office block which was built 
by Messrs David Nairn & Son of 
Ladybank in the post-war record 
time of six months. Previously the 
corporation staff had been accom- 
modated temporarily in Auchmuty 
House through the kindness of Messrs 
Tullis Russell & Co. Ltd, whose 
paper mills are one of the important 
industries situated within the boun- 
daries of the new town. 


Work 


It will be remembered that the 
primary function of Glenrothes is to 
provide for the miners to be employed 
in new pits of the expanding Fife 
coalfield, and in particular at the new 
Rothes pit, immediately south of the 


new town area, now in process of 


being sunk. A photograph of the 
pit head in its present state is shown 
in the accompanying illustration. It 


is anticipated that the Rothes pit will 
ultimately employ 2,500 men and 
that it will be producing coal by 
1954-55: 

The housing of the mining popula- 
tion is the reason for siting a new 
town in this locality, but one of the 
main objects of the corporation will 
be to make the town a balanced one 
with miners not forming more than 
one-eighth or one-ninth of the total 
population. 

There is a variety of industry in 
the area, paper-making being one of 
the chief and expanding sources of 
employment, while other factories 
offer a variety of work. Inquiries from 
industrialists have been received from 
outside the district; this augurs well 
for the new town. 


Housing 

As with so many places in Britain 
to-day, the chief need is housing and 
a satisfactory start has already been 
made. Before the corporation were 
appointed, Fife County Council had 
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already acquired land in the area and 
had begun work on a scheme of 308 
houses, of which 71 had been occu- 
pied by the end of September, 1950. 
It is estimated that the whole scheme 
will be finished by March 1951. On 
their part, the corporation have not 
been idle. Even before the technical 
staff had been appointed, arrange- 
ments were made with the county 
council to design the first Glenrothes 
development of 132 houses for the 
corporation as a continuation of their 
own scheme. As soon as the technical 
staff had been assembled, plans were 
got out for the second development of 
118 houses, and work on this scheme 
was started in July 1950. The 250 
houses making up the first two devel- 
opments should be completed early 
in 1952. 

Meanwhile the roadwork is going 
ahead on the third development of 
140 houses and the contract will 
shortly be placed for houses. Working 
drawings for the fourth development 
of 210 houses are now on hand. An 
interesting feature of this latter 
scheme is a group of three-storey 
three-apartment flats of attractive 
design. In addition to the progress 
made for housing the future in- 
habitants of the town, a group of 
eighteen staff houses, four- and five- 
apartments, has been started and 
should be ready for occupation in 
April 1951. Many of the staff have 
found great difficulty in obtaining 
suitable accommodation within rea- 
sonable distance of the new town, and 
it may be anticipated that this 
“coming-into residence’’ of a con- 
siderable proportion of those respon- 
sible for creating the town will not 
only facilitate the actual physical 
building of it but will also initiate its 
social life. 


District Heating 


In a previous report it was stated 
that the corporation had intended to 
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View of new Rothes pit 


carry out an experiment in district 
heating with the first section of their 
housing. Since the beginning of the 
year, however, the conclusion has 
been reluctantly reached that this 
decision must be reversed. The main 
reason for this conclusion was the 
charge which would have to be made 
to tenants, even on the most opti- 
mistic estimates, for this service. It 
is, however, still hoped that circum- 
stances may make it possible to carry 
out such an experiment in some future 
development. 


Outline Plan 


The outline plan of the town has 
now been completed and submitted 
to the Department of Health for 
Scotland as the central planning 
authority. It makes few departures 
from the original plan which was re- 
produced in outline in the January 
1950 issue of Town AND CounTRY 
PLANNING. To some extent it is still 
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dependent on certain final decisions 
about the diversion of Route A g2, 
the main north-south road which 
runs through part of the town, but 
agreement has been obtained, in 
principle, to this diversion. 

It has already been mentioned that 
the Fife County Council were in the 
field with a new housing scheme 
before the corporation was appointed. 
This development was centred on 
Woodside, a village in the area 
adjacent to the main road, and so it 
practically dictated the direction 
from which the development of the 
new town should start. One major 
problem before the corporation, 
therefore, lies in the steady extension 
of this development towards the town 
centre, so that a start can be made on 
the latter at a reasonably early date, 
thus transforming a mere housing 
development into a living entity. 
This problem is fully appreciated. 
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A Full Year 

It has been a busy year full of con- 
sultations with the innumerable au- 
thorities, committees, and individuals 
concerned with the growth of the 
town; the Electricity Board, the Gas 
Board, committees of the county 
council and other local authorities, 
the churches, etc. The highlight was 
certainly the opening of the new office 
block on 6 September, an occasion 
which was graced by the presence of 
the Secretary of State for Scotland. 
The exhibition of plans and models 
aroused great interest among the 
many distinguished guests and among 
the general public. 

The main achievement of the year, 
however, lies in the assembling of a 
first-class team of officers; the way in 
which they are tackling their various 


jobs augurs well for the future of 


Glenrothes New Town. 
L. T. M. GRAY 


EAST KILBRIDE (LANARK) 


worth and Welwyn, recalling the 
earliest days, speak of the mud as 
something memorable. In autumn 
1950 the bulldozers on the East Kil- 
bride road works have wallowed in a 
mire worthy of the tradition. 
Main road construction began in 
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June and is now going forward as fast 


as the weather allows. The main east- 
west road, on which the whole shape 
of the town depends, is well started, 
while work on the link between that 
road and the north has also been put 
in hand. The main sewers for the 
greater part of the town area have 
now been completed by the county 
council and a disposal plant is in 
course of erection. 


Industrial Sites 


Another important advance was 
made in June, when permission was 


given to go on with site preparation 
for a Board of Trade industrial 
estate on part of the northern in- 
dustrial site, Nerston. The first new 
private factory, a small one, is ex- 
pected to begin building shortly at 
Nerston, and another site has been 
leased to a firm manufacturing 
builders’ materials. 

At the southern industrial site, 
roofing stage has been reached on 
the large general purposes building 
of the Mechanical Engineering Re- 
search Laboratory (MERL) of the 
Department of Scientific and In- 
dustrial Research (DSIR). Other 
MERL buildings have their steel 
structure complete, and plans are pre- 
pared for the next group of buildings. 

Thus, both north and south of the 
centre (still undeveloped) it is now 
plain that the new town will be a 
town and not a suburb. 
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Mechanical Engineering Research Laboratory, East Kilbride 


Housing 


On 1 October 1950, 196 houses 
had been completed, 167 were under 
construction, and 137 contracted for 
but not begun. The first new street 
with its half-dozen mature trees, its 
neat verges, and pleasant colouring, 
looks now surprisingly settled. All the 
houses so far finished are of four 
rooms; some larger managerial houses 
are in construction; and there will be 
a variety of size and style in the 1951 
programme, including four groups of 
three-storey flats. It is to be noted 
that there are smaller houses in the 
old village. 

Allocation of new houses among 
7,000 applicants is not easy but has 
been shared out to different groups, 
viz., broadly, DSIR essential men, 
development corporation employees, 
ill-housed or overcrowded residents 
in East Kilbride, and workers already 
in employment in East Kilbride but 
hitherto living in Glasgow. 


Shops and Communal Buildings 

So far the village shops, school, and 
churches have sufficed to serve the 
new houses. But the 1950 housing 
development broke new ground in the 
Murray quarter, south of the future 
centre, near the MERL site. Several 
groups of shops are planned for 
erection in 1951, one being in con- 
nection with the Murray housing and 


another in the centre area. A begin- 
ning will thus be made of building in 
the future town centre. Other central 
buildings in near prospect are the 
headquarters office of the South- 
West Scotland Electricity Board and, 
probably, a hotel. A cinema may 
soon be erected but nothing has been 
so far definitely arranged. 

Building of the Murray school is to 
start early in 1951. This large build- 
ing will give mass to one of the low 
ridges characteristic of the East 
Kilbride site. 

A church site has been allocated to 
the Church of Scotland on the slope 
of one of the characteristic little 
valleys, where it is intended to de- 
velop a system of green footpaths. ‘The 
Roman Catholic Church and the 
Episcopal Church of Scotland are 
negotiating for sites. 


Landscaping 

The landscape plan is now com- 
plete, and autumn 1950 is the date 
for planting at three housing sites. A 
scrap of ground beside a future group 
of shops is to become a toddlers’ play- 
ground, and a quiet spot in another 
nook a rest garden for the elderly. It is 
hoped that next year tennis courts 
will be provided by the district 
council. 

Importance is attached to group- 
ing trees in masses at effective points 
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rather than in continuous lines. In 
road construction it is held that 
occasionally the two traffic ways may 
with advantage be on different levels, 
thus lessening expense on sloping 
ground and also night-glare. The 
footpath also may diverge occasion- 
ally ftom the road, provided the 
variation coincides with a likely short 
cut. 


General Picture 


The general picture towards the 
end of 1950 was of notable progress. 
East Kilbride is now in two sections, 
the village, with additions, on the 
north, and the Murray quarter on 
the south, including the great MERL 
buildings. Development is now about 
to begin in the centre. 

Of the two major difficulties indi- 
cated in the article published in 
January 1950, one is cleared away— 
the east-west road is being made. The 
second and greater, that of rents and 
rates under the Scottish rating system, 
remains so far unsolved; the matter is 
being pursued, the necessity for some 
adjustment is clear. A third trouble 
has been the attitude of the Board of 
Trade and other government depart- 
ments as to new industry. “If there 
is no unemployment in your town” 
say they, “why ask to be allowed to 
prepare for new industry?” But this 
is to ignore the Barlow Report, the 
New Towns Act, and the whole 
policy of planned dispersal. New 
towns are a special case, requiring 
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rapid development on the housing 
and industrial sides simultaneously ; 
and it takes two years to build a 
factory. In this respect there has been 
some advance in the past year in the 
permission for site preparation of the 
Nerston industrial site and the ap- 
proval of one private factory out of a 
number of applicants. At the date of 
writing there are strong hopes for 
further development in the near 
future. 


First Steps 


In more than one way, though still 
on a small scale, East Kilbride has 
already begun to function for the 
purposes for which it was planned. 
The establishment of MERL at East 
Kilbride is an item of decentraliza- 
tion from London and the home 
counties. The housing of Mavor and 
Coulson’s employees hitherto living 
in Glasgow is a tiny step towards the 
decongestion of Glasgow, as recom- 
mended in the Abercrombie Report. 
The new town is developing with a 
varied population, including the old 
rural village residents, the Glasgow 
business men who have made their 
homes in East Kilbride during recent 
decades, and now the Cambridge 
and other scientists of the DSIR, 
speaking a different language but 
apparently settling in without too 
much difficulty. 

The start is good, but how small a 
contribution to an immense need! 

ELIZABETH MITCHELL 


MANCHESTER’S NEW TOWNS 


HE REPORT in the January 1950 

issue of this Journal explained 
that Wythenshawe was included 
within the area of the County 
Borough of Manchester, but that its 
particular features and functions 
justified its consideration as a new 
town, although work commenced 


there many years before the New 
Towns Act was on the statute book. 
The development was therefore well 
in advance of any other new town in 
the country, and this progress has 
been maintained during the past 
year, 1,735 dwellings having been 
completed. 
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Map showing zoning proposals for Wythenshawe, Manchester 


In view of the great shortage of 
housing sites available in Man- 
chester, the planning proposals for 
Wythenshawe have been reviewed 
and minor amendments in zoning 
have been made, resulting in the pro- 
vision of a further 1,219 sites. The 


population to-day is 56,000 and the 


ultimate figure is now expected to be 
91,000 by the end of 1953. 
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The emphasis has still been upon 
the provision of family houses, largely 
to the exclusion of any other type of 
development, although 276 three- 
storey flats and twenty cottages for 
aged persons have been completed 
during the year, while 162 flats and 
forty-two cottages for aged persons 
are under construction. Private enter- 
prise has built sixty dwellings. 
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No work has yet been possible on 
the civic centre, but seven shops have 
been completed during the year and 
an additional 107 are in course of 
construction in the neighbourhood 
centres. Certain administrative diffi- 
culties, followed by shortages in the 
supply of some materials, caused 
shopping facilities to fall behind 
housing development, but the posi- 
tion is now more favourable. 

No schools have yet been entirely 
completed in the post-war develop- 
ment areas, but nine of various cate- 
gories are under construction and 
some are partially occupied. 

The difficulty of obtaining licences 
has so far made it virtually impossible 
to provide such amenities as health 
centres, cinemas, public houses, and 
a swimming bath, which were in- 
cluded in the planning proposals. 
Schemes for clubs and youth organi- 
zations are well advanced, and build- 
ings will shortly be erected on land 
leased by the corporation. 

The provisions for church build- 
ings were worked out with the 
churches planning committee, on 
which representatives of all denomin- 
ations served, when the post-war 
planning proposals were drawn up. 
Apart from one Roman Catholic 
church now under construction and 
one Methodist building, no other 
permanent buildings of this nature 
have yet been commenced. The need 
for buildings for church services and 
Sunday schools has been so pressing 
that in some cases contractors’ tem- 
porary huts have been converted for 
this purpose. 

Manchester is not a development 
area as defined in the Distribution of 
Industries Act, and great difficulty 
has been experienced in obtaining 
Board of Trade licences for the e1ec- 
tion of industrial buildings which, 
broadly speaking, have not been 
issued unless a firm are prepared to 
transfer their premises from else- 
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where in the city, or it can be shown 
they will make a direct contribution 
to the earning of dollars. Three areas 
have been zoned for industry, pro- 
viding work eventually for 33,000 
persons, but so far only 4,000 persons 
are employed, although there have 
been a large number of inquiries from 
firms who are anxious to erect build- 
ings as soon as licences can be ob- 
tained. Very great care is being taken 
to obtain the right balance between 
male and female workers. 

Approximately £2,678,000 has 
been spent on development at Wyth- 
enshawe during the year, comprising 
some {1,960,000 on dwellings; 
£271,000 on schools, shops, and a 
police station; £233,000 on the con- 
struction of roads and sewers; and 
£214,000 on private dwellings and 
industrial buildings. The post-war 
neighbourhood development seems 
somewhat spread out, as housing has 
been provided in advance of the re- 
quired social and recreational build- 
ings, and the areas reserved for parks 
and recreation spaces have not yet 
been laid out and planted, but the 
shape of things to come can now be 
discerned in the neighbourhoods of 
Baguley Hall and Newall Green. 

The Manchester Corporation’s pro- 
posal to seek powers for the com- 
pulsory purchase of land to build a 
new town at Mobberley was with- 
drawn from a parliamentary bill at 
the beginning of the year. Objections 
were raised at a town’s meeting and at 
a poll of the ratepayers these pro- 
posals were rejected by a 3 to 1 
majority on a vote of little more than 
5 per cent of the electorate. As a 
result of this decision, the corpora- 
tion is actively reviewing its proposals 
for housing the city’s overspill popu- 
lation which, it is estimated, is likely 
to be not less than 150,000, but so far 
no Official statement upon future 
policy has been made. 


R. NICHOLAS 
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COUNTRY TOWNS 
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The balanced expansion of suitable country towns must form an 
essential component of any policy of planned dispersal. 


N ARTICLE in the January 1950 
A issue of this Journal stressed 
the part which Britain’s num- 
erous country towns could play in 
the decentralization of population 
and industry from overcrowded cities. 
These towns have a proud tradition of 
good government and citizenship, 
and many of them welcome the 
prospect of expansion which would 
make them into more economically 
sized units, leading to an infusion of 
new life and a wider range of occupa- 
tions. In spite, however, of their 
general willingness, it was pointed out 
that results had been disappointing 
due, in the main, to two causes: (a) 
the financial problems which inevit- 
ably face local authorities in towns 
proposed for expansion, and (6) the 
policy of the Board of Trade in dis- 
couraging industry from settling out- 
side the development areas. The 
practical effect of this policy is to de- 
bar the majority of country towns 
from receiving new industry; and 
without this industry there can be no 
basis for planned expansion. 


Limited Advance 


It cannot be said that we have pro- 
gressed much during the last year. 
The twin impasse of finance and in- 
dustry still remains, though the 
principle of country town develop- 
ment as an aid to dispersal is now 
generally accepted in official quarters ; 
this is an encouraging first step— 
albeit rather late in the day. We may 
expect that the very pressure of events 
will force an early decision on finan- 
cial machinery for implementing de- 
centralization. If new town corpora- 


by P. W. MACFARLANE 
tions enjoy national financial assist- 
ance, why should similar help not be 
given to existing towns which can 
prove their case? There is, after all, no 
difference between their objectives 
and those of the new towns; each is 
furthering government policy. 


London’s Problem 


Time is pressing. New towns in the 
London area will only accommodate 
a part of London’s overspill, and the 
Greater London Plan proposed that 
some 260,000 people should miove 
to existing centres outside the region 
(approximately 160,000 to towns 
within a fifty-mile radius of London). 
Few government decisions have yet 
been made about the future size of 
the towns affected, nor has agree- 
ment been reached with their local 
authorities on finance and the intro- 
duction of industry. Basingstoke and 
Ashford, to name only two, offer 
great possibilities as reception towns, 
though Basingstoke faces the addi- 
tional hazard of objections to its 
further development from the Min- 
istry of Agriculture. 

Restrictive planning in London 
and the prohibition of building in the 
Abercrombie Green Belt are all very 
well, provided that they are not 
accepted as an end in themselves but 
as a means to an end. It is a form of 
control that cannot be enforced in- 
definitely without public support— 
and public support will quickly 
evaporate in the absence of positive 
planning proposals, such as the 
speedier development of new towns 
and the expansion of country towns, 
which give hope for the future and an 
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Some of the new buildines 
by Welwyn Garden City 
Development Corporation. 
Architect : 

Louis De Soissons, 
A. R. A. F. R. 1. B.A. 


WELWYN 


Garden City Development Corp. 


HATFIELD 


Development Corp. 
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are offering 

healthy food storage 
by installing 
‘BUILT-IN’ 


Electrolux $“~ Refrigerators 


OPERATED BY GAS 


Electrolux Refrigerators are permanently silent — 
they have no moving parts to wear out—no machinery 
to go wrong. This means absolute dependability and 
trouble-free service. No wonder 120,000 Electrolux 
M.151 ‘ built-in’ Refrigerators have been installed in 
Government Temporary Prefabricated Houses and 
Local Authority Permanent Houses. Our Contracts 
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A kitchen at Welwyn with its 
‘built-in’ Electrolux Refrigerator 
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Dept. will gladly send you details of Model M.151. suction Ceara 


Refrigerator Manufacturers 











42 


early promise of better living and 
working conditions for many thou- 
sand Londoners, now desperately 
overcrowded and becoming increas- 
ingly restless. 


Role of MTCP 


How soon can the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning promise 
a real start with the decentralization 
proposed in the Abercrombie Plans ? 
Most of the LCC quasi-satellites of 
the immediate post-war programme 
are under construction, and the 
bulk of building land in the suburban 
and green belt rings is now used up. 
If continuity of development is to be 
maintained there must quite soon be 
a switch-over of building labour to 
the country towns. Experience has 
shown that we can always expect a 
time lag between the conception of 
large scale schemes and their execu- 
tion, and we face the danger that, at 
the present pace of discussions with 
existing towns, they will not be 
ready in time to undertake planned 
expansion. 

The Ministry of Town and Coun- 
try Planning memorandum to local 
authorities on the movement of popu- 
lation and industry from Inner Lon- 
don to new and expanded towns 
is a good beginning, but until Parlia- 
ment provides the financial machin- 
ery to implement this policy and the 
Board of Trade co-operates in steer- 
ing industry to the expanded towns, 
their authorities cannot be blamed 
for treating the programme with 
some scepticism. 


Lancashire 


Outside the London Region the re- 
cently produced preliminary plan 
for Lancashire makes an important 
contribution to schemes of country 
town development—in this case prin- 
cipally to receive overspill from 
Manchester, Salford, and other con- 
gested centres. it is suggested that 
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the build-up of existing towns and 
certain suburban expansions could 
provide for 330,000 people with, in 
addition, 127,000 in three new 
towns (Parbold, Leyland, and Gar- 
stang). Of these Leyland is already a 
flourishing centre associated with the 
heavy motor industry. 

The county council have declared 
that their policy is to make available 
land to house the county boroughs’ 
overspill and to assist local authori- 
ties in providing the necessary houses 
and services. This help will take the 
form of technical assistance in pre- 
paring the detailed development 
plans, together with such financial 
aid as may be necessary to stabilize 
the rate level for individual authori- 
ties at a figure not above that of the 
average for all the county districts. 
Development is already going ahead 
along these lines in the Worsley 
Urban District, whose reception 
capacity has been allocated to Sal- 
ford. Lancashire is to be congratu- 
lated on the way it is helping its local 
authorities to overcome the hurdles 
in the path of planned expansion. 


West Midlands 


In the West Midlands there ap- 
pears to be little progress to record in 
implementing the Abercrombie-Jack- 
son proposals for decentralization 
from the Birmingham conurbation. 
No new towns are proposed and, as 
it is recommended that all the over- 
spill, approximately 250,000 people, 
should be accommodated in existing 
towns, the need for early agreement 
on ways of expanding the selected 
towns is obvious. Redditch, Stafford, 
Brackley, and Daventry are four 
among a large number of towns which 
hope to receive part of this overspill of 
population and industry. (Brackley 
and Daventry are two small boroughs 
just outside the West Midlands area 
which are worth considering for 
London overspill as well.) 
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Banking History re in the Making. 
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Lombard Street in the 18th Century 


W: REFLECT with pleasure on the fact that men were 

recommending to their friends the banking services 
offered at the sign of The Black Horse in Lombard Street 
in the days when Dr. Johnson and his company were 
familiar figures in the coffee houses of the City. 

Many of the customers we serve today were recom- 
mended to use Lloyds Bank in very similar circumstances. 
Wherever business men foregather, the reliability of the 
services of Lloyds Bank is known and appreciated. 


LLOYDS BANK 


LIMITED 
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Wellingborough 

Wellingborough seems likely to be 
the future home of the Ordnance 
Survey which is considering moving 
its establishment here from South- 
ampton and Chessington. ‘The move 
will involve approximately 3,000 
employees, mostly men, representing 
a total family population of 8,000- 
10,000 persons for whom accom- 
modation, the bulk of it in Welling- 
borough, will have to be provided 
within the next ten years. This com- 
paratively rapid increase in the size of 
Wellingborough will also necessitate 
the early expansion of certain public 
services and social amenities. Wel- 
lingborough is an old, historic town 
. with a number of flourishing indus- 
tries, including iron works, boots and 
shoes, and clothing. Though com- 
paratively small (population of the 
town itself is 24,000) it gives the 
impression of being a thriving, go- 
ahead, well-run centre with a young 
and virile population. 

The probable developments at 
Wellingborough emphasize the part 
which country towns can play in aid- 
ing dispersal as opposed to decentrali- 
zation from nearby congested centres. 
And to-day dispersal is more than ever 
necessary for strategic reasons. For- 
tunately, defence considerations 
largely coincide with the pattern of 
development that is most desirable 
for social and economic reasons. 


Drift to London 


We want to see suitable country 
towns develop as more than recep- 
tion centres for overspill from con- 
gested cities. We want to see them 
functioning as thriving industrial 
centres in their own right, and directly 
attracting population from areas with 
declining economic prospects. At the 
moment this shifting population 
tends to drift to the London area 
where it only worsens the overspill 
problem, and it will in due course 
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have to be moved out again to 
reception towns. 


Finance and Industry 


Tosum up, it can be said that there 
is now increasing recognition of the 
potential role of country towns as 
reception centres for dispersal and 
decentralization. In the aggregate 
the accommodation they can pro- 
vide will be more significant than 
that available in the limited number 
of new towns proposed—but real 
progress awaits the setting up by the 
Government of suitable financial 
machinery and a relaxation of the 
present attitude of the Board of 
Trade over industry.! Of the two— 
finance and industry—the latter is 
probably the more important, as 
without decentralization of industry 
there can be no true decentralization 
of population. The Government has 
expressed its determination to pur- 
sue a policy of decentralization and 
to implement the recommendations 
of the Barlow Report and the Greater 
London Plan. It is, therefore, in- 
conceivable that it will indefinitely 
stand aside and see one of its own 
departments—the Board of Trade— 
control the location of industry in 
a manner that to many seems un- 
imaginative and inflexible, and likely 
soon to bring enlightened schemes of 
dispersal and decentralization to 
nought. Regarding finance, this must 
inevitably be a bugbear to most re- 
ceiving authorities but it would be 
unfortunate if it was to condition 
their attitude towards the principle 
of country towns expansion; “‘where 
there is a will, there is a way” is 
usually true of planning as of other 
things. 


1 See report recently prepared by Working 
Sub-Committee of Country Towns Com- 
mittee of TCPA on the financial implications 
of country town expansion. Copies of this 
report are obtainable on request from the 
Association’s offices. 
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THE LCC QUASI-SATELLITES 


An authoritative correspondent reviews progress over the last year 


on the LCC cot.age estates which, though not new towns, are a sub- 


stantial part of Greater London housing. 


HE LCC’s cottage estates are 
making a major contribution 
towards the solution of Lon- 
don’s housing problem. By the end of 
October 1950, over 17,000 families 
had been rehoused on these estates, as 
compared with 322 dwellings com- 
pleted at the same date in the new 
towns serving the London region. 


The following notes on the progress of 
the council’s post-war out-county 
cottage estates show the progress 
made on these estates to 31 October 
1950. It should be emphasized that 
the notes are not comprehensive; 
many of the features mentioned in re- 
lation to particular estates, such as 
groups of old people’s dwellings, 


Map showing location of LCC cottage estates 
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higher income group houses, etc. are 
common to most of the council’s post- 
war estates. 


MIDDLESEX 


Headstone Lane (1,160 dwellings). 

This estate was completed in 
February 1950. A group of nine 
shops is open. Two primary schools 
and a secondary one have been built 
by the Middlesex County Council. 


HERTFORDSHIRE 

Oxhey (4,208 dwellings). 

Over 2,700 dwellings have been 
completed, and a further 1,300 are 
in construction. In addition to houses 
of traditional brick construction, 
eight non-traditional types have been 
used. Sixteen shops are open, and a 
group of dwellings with a recreation 
block for old people has been com- 
pleted. One infants’ school, one 
primary, and one secondary school 
have been completed by the Herts 
County Council, and one primary 
and one secondary school are in an 
advanced stage of construction; 352 
acres, out of the total area of 925 
acres, are reserved for the green belt. 


Borehamwood (4,180 dwellings). 

Over 300 houses are at present 
under construction; the first of them 
are nearing completion. A total of 
1,450 houses on this estate are in con- 
tract. Twelve per cent of the road 
and sewer work has been completed ; 
107 acres of the 605-acre site have 
been reserved for parks and open 
spaces and sixty-five acres for schools. 


KENT 

St Paul’s Cray (3,906 dwellings). 

Over 3,000 dwellings and eighteen 
shops have been built, and nearly 
750 dwellings are in course of erec- 
tion. Two new secondary schools are 
being built by the Kent County 
Council. Included in the figure of 
3,000 completed dwellings are sixty- 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 


three houses of a larger type, erected 
for members of the managerial anc 
professional classes. In addition to 
larger rooms than the ordinary coun- 
cil houses, they have a garage and a 
higher standard of fittings. Similar 
houses will be erected at all of the 
council’s newer cottage estates with 
the aim of seeing that the latter 
develop as properly balance! com- 
munities. An interesting venture on 
this estate is the erection of six larger 
type houses whose design has been 
adapted so that they can be used as 
homes for children for whi{@e welfare 
the council are responsibleffinder the 
Children’s Act, 1948. Seve children 
and a housemother will live in each 
house which will incluce, in addition 
to the children’s bedrooms and one 
staff bedroom, a children’s dining- 
room and a playroom. A further 


house is provided for the use of relief 


staff. Though there is a considerable 
amount of local gndustry, twelve 
acres have been Meserved for in- 
dustrial developmefft. 


ESSEX 

Chingford (852 dwellings). 

This pre-war estate has been com- 
pleted since the end of the war by the 
erection of an additional 852 dwell- 
ings. Seventeen shops have been 
built and are now open. The Essex 
County Council have built a new 
primary schoo! to serve the estate. 


Hainault (2,780 dwellings). 

Over 2,500 houses on this estate 
are occupied. Six shops are open and 
work has commenced on the main 
shopping centre which will comprise 
forty-six shops. Two primary schools 
have been opened by the Essex 
County Council and a new second- 
ary schoo! is under construction. 
Fifty acres have been reserved for in- 
dustry, and building operations have 
commenced on two factories, while 
sites for og hits have been leased. 
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Designated Area, Bracknell New Town, Berkshire: 1/2500 scale model by 
DEFRES STUDIO, Netheravon, Salisbury, Wilts (Lt. Col. D. D. Haskard 
and Maj. Gen. D. R. D. Fisher). Illustration by courtesy of the Bracknell Development Corporation. 





Debden (4,083 dwellings). 

Over 2,600 dwellings on the estate 
have already been completed and, 
apart from the larger type houses for 
the higher income groups, all the 
remainder are under construction. 
Two primary and two secondary 
schools, out of the eleven planned by 
the Essex County Council, have been 
completed; their sites take up over 
ninety-four acres. Over forty acres are 
allocated for industry; the first-stage 
development of five factories is com- 
pleted and two others are under con- 
struction. The type of employment 
which will be provided includes 
scientific instrument making, piano- 
forte manufacture, and bookbinding. 
Ten shops have been completed and 
a further fifty-seven are under con- 
struction. 


Harold Hill (7,380 dwellings). 
This is the largest of the council’s 
post-war estates, being as large as 


Cwmbran or Bracknell. To date over 
2,500 dwellings have been completed 
and work is proceeding on another 
1,750. An indication of the progress 
being made is the fact that, during the 
first ten months of 1950, 1,666 homes 
were completed—a rate of progress of 
2,000 a year. At present there are 
nearly 2,700 men employed on the 
construction of the estate, including 
men engaged on road and sewer work. 
An Essex County Council primary 
school is being built on the estate. The 
layout provides for 524 acres for the 
green belt and open space, and eighty- 
one acres for industry (one factory site 
has already been leased). Thirty 
shops are at present in course of con- 
struction. The first group of old 
people’s bungalows complete with a 
recreation block was formally opened 
by the Minister of Health towards 
the end of 1949. Another group of 
such bungalows has since been com- 


pleted. 
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Aveley (5,200 dwellings). 

Work on this estate was commenced 
in January 1949. Already nearly 30 
per cent of the road and sewer work 
has been completed and the first 100 
houses are occupied. A further 1,000 
dwellings are under construction, as 
well as nine shops. Eleven sites, total- 
ling 111 acres, have been allocated 
for schools, while 584 acres are to be 
preserved as green belt and open 
space. 


SURREY 


Merstham (1,400 dwellings). 

Road and sewer work has recently 
begun on this estate, and 1,000 houses 
are in contract. Garages will be pro- 
vided on the basis of 5 per cent of the 
total number of dwellings, excluding 
garages for shops, and the higher 
income group houses. The estimated 
cost of development of the estate is 
£2,500,000. 


Sheerwater (1,305 dwellings). 

A contract for the construction of 
the roads and sewers for this estate 
and for the erection of 1,000 houses 
has been let. Road and sewer work 
has begun. The layout makes pro- 
vision for a model allotment scheme, 
covering four and a half acres and 
incorporating a pavilion, tool sheds, 
etc. These allotments will act as a 
kind of buffer between the resi- 
dential land and the railway. In 
addition, nearly nine acres have been 
allocated for the further extension of 
factory area which is already in 
existence. 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Slough (5,060 dwellings). 

The layout for this estate has been 
approved by the council but dis- 
cussions are still proceeding with the 
Bucks County Council as the statu- 
tory town and country planning 
authority for the area. 


TOWN Ann COUNTRY PLANNING 





Contributors 


G. BROOKE TAYLOR, Public Re- 
latigns Officer, Hemel Hemp- 
sed Development Corpora- 
tior! 


R. L. REIss, Vice-Chairman, 
Welwyn Garden City and Hat- 
field Development Corpora- 
tions. 


SIR ERIC MACFADYEN, Chairman, 
First Garden City Limited, 
Vice-Chairman of Council, 
Town and Country Planning 
Association. 


SIR THOMAS BENNETT, CBE, 
FRIBA, Chairman, Crawley De- 
velopment Corporation. 


D. M. PENNEY, Member of Staff, 
Bracknell Development Cor- 
poration. 


A. W. THOMAS, MIMunE, General 
Manager, Aycliffe Develop- 
ment Corporation. 


A. V. WILLIAMS, General Man- 
ager, Peterlee Development 
Corporation. 


L. T. M. GRAY, B.Sc, PhD, ARIC, 
Member, Glenrothes Develop- 
ment Corporation. 


ELIZABETH MITCHELL, MA, JP, 
Member, East Kilbride De- 
velopment Corporation. 


R. NICHOLAS, CBE, BSc, City Sur- 
veyor, Manchester. 


P. W. MACFARLANE, FRICS, MTPI, 
Chairman of Working Sub- 
Committee of Country Towns 
Committee, Town and Country 
Planning Association. 

















